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Letter from Father de la Chasse, Superior-
General of the Missions in New France,
to Father * * *, of the same Society.

QUEBEC, October 29, 1724.
Y REVEREND FATHER,
The peace of Our Lord.

In the deep grief that we are experiencing
from the loss of one of our oldest Missionaries, it is
a grateful consolation to us that he should have been
the victim of his own love, and of his zeal to main-
tain the Faith in the hearts of his Neophytes. From
other letters you have already learned the origin of
the war which broke out between the English and
the Savages: with the former, a desire to extend
their rule; with the latter, a horror of all subjection,
and an attachment to their Religion —these caused,
in the beginning, the misunderstandings which in
the end were followed by an open rupture.

Father Rasles, the Missionary of the Abnakis, had
become very odious to the English. As they were
convinced that his endeavors to confirm the Savages
in the Faith constituted the greatest obstacle to their
plan of usurping the territory of the Savages, they
put a price on his head; and more than once they
had attempted to abduct him, or to take his life.
At last they have succeeded in gratifying their
passion of hatred, and in ridding themselves of the
apostolic man; but, at the same time, they have pro-
cured for him a glorious death, which was ever the



